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sl 22 7 A Review

Charte Suraj ke Des Mein, a travelogue by Dr. Asif
Mahmood Jah, contains an account of his first exposure to an alien
culture-- and as the title suggests to the Japnese culture-- during his
one-month itinerary in the 'Land of the Sun God.' While the
author retains his child- like innocence and! sense of
wonderment’ throughout, the sojourn seems to give a fillip to
his creative faculty. The events and experiences-- both visual
and emotional-- are unfurled in a chronological order in the
form of daily diary. Starting from the crack of dawn of 10th March
1996, to the nightful of 11th April 1996, the book is a record of the
author's emotional and spiritual journey in japan, spanning a period
of 33 days. The peronalised tone and colloquial style of writing, free

from 'learned literary devices', makes the description flow with
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Pakistani systems. However, it does bring out the fact
unambiguously that the Japanese are a hard-working people who
retain their good humour in the midst of most trying situation.

In order to feel at home during training and for lubricating
inter-action with the Japanese, the author was quick in picking up
some basic words and phrases of their language which made him
quite popular with them. The fact remains that conversing with an
alien people in their tongue breaks the barriers of unfamiliarity and
facilitates understanding of their culture and psyche. The book, thus
incorporates a list of most-frequently used Japanese words and
expressions which can come handy to a later visitor. In a more
personal context, the medical background of the author
provided him further opportunities to come closer both to the
Japanese and other fellow course participants hailing from
various countries, as their occasional healer.

However, at the close, the reader looks askance if Japan is
really a land of bliss or why the book altogether ignores all
references to 'the weariness, the fever, and the fret' in Japanese life.
Or perhaps the youthful author, during his brief stay did not find the

time to ponder over this grim aspect of Japanese life!

Ata-ur-Rahman

Formerly Director

Civil Services Academy

Lahore
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natural ease and lucidity. It creates an unmistakably telling effect.
Looking at japan through the author's eye, though vicarious is yet a
refreshing experience-- and a useful guide for prospective visitors to
that country.

If the style is the man, the book reflects a transparently clear
picture of the author's personality with its hall-marks of sincerity,
candour, and total commitment to his mission. The book makes
an enjoyable reading, in fact one can go through the whole 140
pages in one sitting without feeling any strain.

While in japan, the author does not seem to have felt
hamstrung by undue taboos except the self-imposed limits set within
the parameters of religious and ethical values of Islam. This
provided him enough freedom to have full sensuous enjoyment of
beauty and harmony without later remorse or sense of guild--
whether that beauty and harmony was found in the Japanese way of
life and organized road-traffic, in efficiently-- managed big
departmental stores, in the panorama afforded by well-illuminated
roads and building at night or in the bevy of smiling Japanese
damsels. He did not let his aesthetic sensibility suffer a jolt
anywhere by doing things 'unbecoming'  and yet he enjoyed his
tenure with full gusto and no legitimate pleasure denied!

Though the objective of the tour was primarily to gain
professional knowledge, the book by and large, makes only passing
references to this aspect. It does not, for example, state in any great
detail as to how the Japanese Customs Department works or in what

ways the training could be relevant within the framework of existing
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Good Moring Ohaya Gozai Masu. £f;’/4u;1é]"/i_u3 L/}M{priwlﬁg%'&kla
iff (say until about 10 a.m) u’{/f‘j?‘ag/bb/u“l/Lalaﬁg(}/”ul,gﬁ_agﬂ%ﬁﬁ&}giﬁt
Good Afternoon. K on- nichi wa _‘Lt‘/J/}L/&@JﬁU@J@'??)?’%’?c;Z
(U/Kw.ﬂ (say from around 10 a.m until %a,?uﬁuﬁupJuu;/ﬁxgﬂsz_nz;_/uﬁugg
[Hello] about 5 p.m) Y A (NN u/;/:t"u/;,% At L
Good Evening Komban wa. Yy
T < PLEL L e F S e o5 SE Ut U
How are you? Ogenki desu ka? éu;w@.%}ﬂrwwuﬁ u&b/m‘?wf”’-uz‘m b
fypl T -t
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Are you all right?

Sy T

Daijobu desu ka?

[OK]

Yes, I' am all right.

U

Hai, daijobu desu.

Thank you (very much)

1 P T

C"J/D/f}://é.

(Dhomo) Aligato gozai masu.

Thanks.

e

Aligato.  [Dohmo]

[, m (very) sorry.

66
Ul L;cujyu.f
L I
Excuse me. (Chotto) Sumi-masen
gzt e

| have a question.

clgyad

Shitsumon ga alimasu.

What?

o

Eh? Nan desu ka?

131

w*&;dééc);w cﬁ?

I'm fine, thank you.

Un Pt

Hai, genki desu.

How do you do?

Hajime- mashite.

Pleased to meet you.

[Nice]

Dozo yoloshiku.

My nameis___ Watashi- wa____ desu.
e "U/,‘
Wel come Yohkoso.
J,,AT "i or
Ilashai mase.
Good- bye. Sayonala.

B [See you.]

Take care

et

Ki wo tsukete.
or

Ogenki de!

Yes, please.

<&

Hai, onegai shimasu.

No, thank you.

/o o
&
...... > /Qu:?’
-

lie, kekko desu.
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I'm starving
Ul LA U

This is(so) delicious.

Halapeko desu.

Kole. (totemo) oishii desu.

I 7y

The bill, please.
u:);;g}

O- kanjo onegai shimasu.

Sl 7
Do you have___ ?

(wa), alimasuka?

[carry]

I" d like to buy_ ___(wo), kudasai.

Urnbibta U

How much(is it)?

?+¢QQJJ'

(Sole) lkula dewsu ka?

(This one is) Too expensive. (Kole,) Takasugi masu.

V
&~ K’?’h"f‘!‘g

Do you have a cheaper one? Motto yasyui no, alimasu ka?

e - LT

Will you make it cheaper?

L g St T

Motto yasuku shite kudasi.
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133 O o SYSHp IS 2
What is this? Kole wa nan desu ka?

[it] [sole]

fe by

What's your name? O-name wa.

What is it? Dale desu ka?

el

What time is it (now) please?

o

Sumimasen,(ima) nanji desu

ka?

Where is the rest room?

Otealai wa doko desu ka?

[toilet] [toilet]
?‘guLzJ/&-L/U’
Are you free tonight? Kon-ya, o-hima desu ka?
b Tl
[tomorrow] [Ashita]
(W DSF
e
I'm hungry. Onaka ga sukimashita.

e Jid
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1000 Yen note 2 9671000 |Sen-en satu

100 Yen coin ,1;%):100 Hyaku-en dama

10 Yen coin ,J?Kwo juh-en dama

~ s NP S~
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u«“m>;§)f~ c‘ﬁj‘"

Too bad, I' m short of money. Summimasen, O-kane ga

Ufé{tf&(-/f talimasen.

e
Menu 4 Menyu
English Menu r.‘.’lféi Eigo no menyu
Water (}& Mizu
Salt Y Shio
Soy sauce J Shoyu
Sugar ;7’ Satoh
Pepper &, Kashoh
Fish (}’f Sakana
Meat = Niku
Bread é}/Jﬁ:é}/ Pan
Egg ] Tamago
Vegitable Salad S Yashi Salada
Japanese Tea ngdgtp Nohon-cha
Money ﬁ: O-kane




